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Honoured Sir 


d pony of the 1 inftant I received, whereby I difſ- 
cern your /en/e of the ſad hand of God upon theſe 
Nations , i» the many /ad Revelations to which they have 
been ſubjetR. And now you ſcem ftudious of the way 
of its recovery, in which 1 rejoyce, Though, Sir, your 
Enquiry doth a little amaze me , not ſo much for the mat- 
ter, as that you ſhould preſs me to it in this juncure of 
time, You well know, Sir, I have not declined to let you 
know my thoughts of all the late tranſaRions of thoſe 
who called themſelves, The Long Parliament. Did I 
not much preſume on your Faithfulneſs never to uſe it to 
my damage (however God deal with you) I might burn 
my pen and paper for fear ofa Treaſon and High Court of 
Juſtice, But I will not fear co write at his requeſt to whom 
I have often ſpoken freely, and yet met with the fidelity 
of a Friend, - 

Sir, your Enquiry is ſerious and ſeaſonable, and calls 
for a better Reſqlution then I can render, | 

Je is this, 

Queſt. What is to be defired by them that wiſh well t 
Enpland ? 

Funderſtand your Enquiry as greunded on the preſent 
ſad ſtate of the Nations affairs, and ſo my reſolution is, 
as of a Miniſter of God, that cf iſraels Repentance pro- 
miſed in Hoſea 3.5. eAfter Wards ſhall Iſrael retarn, and 


. ſeth unto the Lord thtir God, and unto David their King, 


is the unam xcceſſarium, one only ihing to be delired for 
England as ker ſovereign Remedy againſt all her _ 
&2 es 


—————— 


Englands Di- 
ſcalc, 


On mere none 


(2) 
dies by the band of God infl.ed on her. 

On ſerious ebſervation-of England, T cannot bot judg 
her the parallel{.of the ten Tribes in fin and ſorrow, an 
wiſh ſhe may precede them ina ſerious and ſcafonable Ree 
pentance. Methinks Sir, che Prophet Hoſea hisfProphe- 
tical Marriage of an Harlot, and leaving her a long time 
with this charge, To abide for him, and not toplay the 


| Harlet, or be for any other , isa lively Emblem of Eng+ 


lavd; ſtate and duty. = 
Exglayxd, Sir, as ifrae), have gone tn the way of Fero- 
bram , and bave fiofully, againſt all Natural, Civil and 
Religious bonds, calt off and ſhut out their Lewful Go- 
verueurs and Eftabliſhed Government left them by their 
Progenitors, and under which ſhe long flouriſhed, unto 
the Enriching of ter feif, Envy of her Neighbours, Nati- 
ons, and Encourapement of the Reformed Churches : 
And that after many Declarations, Proteftations, Vows, 
Oaths, and the So{enm League and Covenant for the de- 
fence and prefervation of the Kings Majefties Perſon and 
Poſterity, the Priviledges of Parliament, and the Liberties 
of the Subjet, and that Sworn in a day of Extremity, 
when they ſeem'd to be in danger, and men were Jealous 
(the ſubverſion fince effeted)) was intended. Nay, and 
after a vaſt expence of Blood and Treaſure in the defence 
of them; and when under an Obligation inviolable and 
never to bediſpenfed withall, wherein we haye ſworn tq 
God, Not to ſuffer our ſelves by any comminations , per- 
ſwa fions or terrors Whatſoever, direfHy or indiriftly 
to turn aſide to the right handor to theleft, or to make 
defeftion from this Cauſe, Yethave our Nation, tothe 
Scandal of Religion, Reproach of the Nacion, and Blaſ- 
phemy of God, and Provocation of his Juſtice, with If- 
rae], made defeRtion from their Lawful and Natural Prince, 
nay, and altered their unalrerable Government at che Lufts 
of men ſubverting very Foundations. Only, Sir, Imuft 
be free to let you know, that in two things Englayds de- 
tection bath been more vile then that of Iſraeis, in that it 
was made by a yiolent , baſe, unjuſt, extrajudicial, bar- 
barous. 


C3 {© » 
barous Regicides, with an bypocricical pretence of Juſtice. 
Secondly, Ini that Members of: the Parltament have beers 
ro themſelves an Hcrad Aſcalonite to 'violently break up 
their own Saxhcarin z and Guids Fanx, to blow WP King, 
Lords and Gommans in Parliam: t aſſembled, to the ever- 
lating blemiſh of the Proteſtant Religion, and in 
the room thereyf have been ſubjeRed to uſurpati- 
on and felf-created Governours, with whom moſt of the 
Nation have concurred, and to them conſented. And for 
the ſupport of this Uſurped Magiſtracy, Calves have been 
ſet up at Pz» and Betvel, all falſhood in Religion Tole- 
rated, the Miniftry laid common, who will becomes a Prieſt 
anto the Lo:/d. So that, Sir, Schiſm and Sedition, Rebel- 
lion unto Regicide, Pertidie and Perjurie is become E »g- 
lands Guilt an impiety written in ſuch legible and inde- 
lible Characters, chac all men mult ſay, Sheis become an 
Harlot, and ſee Repentance abſolutely neceſſary to prevent 
her ruine. Nay, Sir , give me leave to zell you, Expglands " PooY 
fin (like Iſraels) nah Torn pointed out by her Ps. ator =— "” 
for ſhe having ſhamefully ſhaken off her Rightful Gover- 
nor and Government, hath been-proſtituted to the Lufts 
and Ambition of particular mer, and proudly trampled 
' on by Milicary inſolency,in ſo much that our veryBell-men 
can reproach us as we liein our Beds, Shall], Sir, make 
bold to inſert a Bel[-mans ſonnd which L.heard with my 


own ears. It was this,. | 


whitſt you ſecurely Sleep, I Ring my Bell, 

Which lately hath Rung aut your Freedoms K nell, 
Tour Souldiers, now, your Sovereigns are become, 
Your Faws and Liberties command hy ſoundof Drum. 
Nor is it trange,for they read ne Commiſſion, 

Regard no Bonds, but proſper by Tranſgrefion. 

By Pride and Parjury, theſe Saints moſt rude, 

Have Cut off the King, and Parliament ſubdu'd, 
Your eyer have ſeer't vile Slaves,ytt inths ſeaſon, 

Yon are Rid like Aſſes, and not Rui'a by Reaſon, 
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4 | | 
Oh,Sir , how many ſad and ſhameful revolutions have 


paſſed upon us, and yet we are full far from Settlement ? 
Amatharity,like a Tennis-Ball, hath been caſt up and down 
for him to catch that catch can, and hath. been todled be- 
tween a republican pack, and ſingle Perſon, whilft both 
are plain and palpable uſurpers ; for indeed in nature,and 
by Gods juft judgment ,. Revolution ts the conſtant Atten- 
dant on #{nrp..ticu; the Globe of Magiſtracy muſt roule 
up and down, whilſt off its Pin, and frem its Center, it 
only reſteth in right ſubjeAs; and now we are covered 
with contuſion, and left without Xizg, any lawful, nay, 
without Prince, any uvlawful Governors, without any 
eſtabliſhment in Chair or State, Ciy.l and Religious or- 
der, and this was the puniſhment of jſraels , now is of 
Englands adultery : the eſtate of her widow-hood , the 
time of divine deſertion; for Civ:/ Order is Gods preſence 
in the world, and Religious Order his preſence in the 
Church. Ihe very heathen conclude from the confuſions 
intheworld , the Gods have for/aken the Earth; fo that, 
Sir , he muſt have no Religion wlio ſeeth not in E:glanas 
caſe toconclude and cry out, Righteans art thow, O Lord, 
and juſt are all thy judgments. 

Now, Sir , 1 have ſhewed E»g/ands diſeaſe and diftem- 
per ; it regains that I dire& the cureand remedy, and 
tha'I ſays, Repentance , true and hearty, General and 


E:ylands Cure Univerlal Repertance, Let the Miniſters of God lifc up 
and Remedy. their voice, and cry, Repent, England, repent, repent ; let 


all that wiſh well to Eng/aud , pray that God would pour 
out a Spirit of Repentance , that from Dan to Brerſbeba 
all Iſrael may return and feek onto the Lord, and to Da- 
vid their King. 

Sir, Repentance is the rud 4x4 errand of all Afﬀitftions , 
Ifa.27.11, Mencry out of doing the Work of God , nor 
do I deny it inal our firarnge revolutions; only I deſire 
it may be noted, it is Gods ftfranuge work , ſpeakiig his 
_ Cilpleafure, and ſummoning his Peoples Repentance: a 
relenting heart, a returning ſpirit ſhall no ſooner be ecf- 
fected , but theſc ſharp rods will be rejeted, Ged will 

| walk 
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walk contrary to a tubborn People, until their uncircum- 
ciled heart. be humbled, but no longer for , then his end is 
effeAed, 

Repentance doth exgage divine y-tary;, for he hath 
promiſed, that when ever he [peaks 48g ainſt a Nation , 70 
pluck it mp , or root it out, if that N.ition repent, he Will 


repent, Jer. 18. &. He ever mects reſentings £phraim with 


Repentance for inflit:d judpments ; his method is ro give 


Repentance and Remiſſion of [111 The preatcſt pood in- 
tended for Iirael is contracted into the promiſe of repen- 
tance ; the Sun doth not more certainly fullow the mori 
ing ſtar, then che return of Gods preſence doth attend 
repentance ; 

Nay,Sir , in this cale repentance is an at7nal YE Enjoy 
ment of bleſſing, not only a quality diſpoſing to it, but an 
act putting into the poſſeſſion of it, as your Armies late 
repeatance tor their backſliding, pur your Mcmbers acu- 


Levirt. 26. 


Jer.31.18, ; 


ally into the Houſe, to ruie and govern, and thetr coun- 


ter repentance put you cut again, ſo the repentance of 
your pretended Parliament, and the People of Englind 
puts /awfal Governors into their proper places, and (;xeth 
euthority in its right Center , v hich ſta unfiingeth and 
exoelleth, You may obſerve, Iſraels Repentance was an 
actualand ardent Conteſt ro bring vome the King, Repen- 
rance breaks open the Bar of Sedition and Rebellion which 
ſhucteth out lawful authority ; will but God give Repen- 
cance, the Reſticution 0: EZxg/auds Goyernment will be 
very teaſable and ſpecdy.For this Repentance confifts in two 


parts. 
I. Toabide for rightfall Governours, however expelled , 


and at preſent excluded ; and »ot ro be for any other Magi- 


ftrate , by any a& of Allegiance, * or acknowledgment 
of Loyalty ; firike nat hands with , conſent not to any 
ſelf-created Governaurs , by Pride, Perfidy, and Rebellion, 
flipping into a Chair of State, play not the »wancon with 
any /elf- advancing Abſalom, be not ſeduced by every /edi- 
tious Sheba: If proud men have power and profaneneſs 


to catch a Scepter, and Ramp Authority upon themſelves , 
lec 


*irft part of 
Repen ance. 


Second pait 
Of R e; en- 
* ANC Co 


lame objeR;: though fome lin 41 
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let men mzintain their Chatticy , deny their Allegiance , 
court them nut as -rightfut Governours : Mens giady 
$6:Conflancy ts the lad rbat aow71/h:gh Rebellion : relolved 
chaſtiry . js the” r<buke of adul erdus Cowes, if wich 
Mepinboſperb, macn canno; tollow theigefir'd Davids, kt 
them bid: in Ger widow-hovd, and retain their L 
until her; wro, Accorgins @ Na: ure s IK ONS + 
ple may better be wither ny Prince, then ſtrike | 
wub a ulurper for i;: What is /or7w,bu; in his is (ll ſhould 
Sir, Wiſh tha 0:6 and blind affetion. may not en age an 
to commit Jewdnel> with any, the Members of Erxlnds 
late Husbands body; let not ay the Members 0: our 
Colle&ive Body now beheaded , and bemangled,, chear 
us with the claim of Allegiance by pretefice of Relauon, 
and cry of a Logg Parliament ; but rather let thele Mem- 
bers be djiperied throughout theTribes of Iſrael as eviden- 
ces of that ynkeard of - viel:nce , and wrparallilF'd crueity 
which hath been acted on oxr E,ponfed Lord,  Englands 
Subſcripton of ſinful Engagements, and ſhameful Addref- 


5 counlawin! Powers , hath been che breach of. her cha- 


\ ſity., let ys abide for lawful Ce por lneck hay 


ng mote, Exidence.qur integrity,apd afſerc our 


lation, whep we.cangot £9999 OF UNFud itt 5d: 
The 2d AR of Repentagce [9 Ne, Up nut the 
Lord, ang $6, David their King, AKeturn to, Go , k the for- 


mall all of true Re#e#i tz v0 and Repentancehavg the 
n is more immediarcely 2g2inft 
God; -yet all fin. is-8 _tranſgteſſion'sf; his Law:: rhe ſame 
God that trid;, . Thou ſpalt: have none other Gears before my 
face, laidgito,, Two ſhalt kononr thy . Father aud thy 
ther ;j and, Tikes his 't not cowmit gy : Iſriels RejeRi- 
0n0, Swart, Was { Rejection 0” the Lord ; as ight as 
men make 0,..CGival Right A d Ocder »: it 45 Goas airettion 
in the {ſecond Table of; LA I The complaiit, of rhe 
Penitent ſor any (in, is #nto Ged, Againſt thee thee only have 
1fſinnia ; ſeeking tothe Lord, will ſpuc a ſeeking unto Da» 
vid their King ;, ſence of God offended, e-gagers 4 return 
from all fin , not only from laft, buttirſt acts, Nornge 

One 


7 

"done unto Authority; noc only the interruptions made on 
you in, 1653. but thoſe chieſly made by you in 1648 and 
chac with fulneſs of Reſolution tro backſlide no more, a 
recarn to God will aWe the conſcience , and dbviate all rhe 
difficulties ' and diſconragements of Repentance ; danger 
fiafully created by rebellion ſhall not derer repentance , 
becauſe it is a fetiirn co God, ready ro forgive ;, letme ſay 
to England as God to Irael, If thow wilt return, return 


wnro the Lord, who enjoyned your duty , whoſe law hach 1-42: 


been violated by your impiery; »»to the L1d , to whom 

ou fyyare in cie day of your diftreſs ; who is a God of 

ealoufie ahd will avenge the quarrel ofthe Covenant ; 
ſad is the 1% 3 $9 which is but ax exchange of fin, or 
of ſins object; a bewailing of one rebellious a& , but 
maintaining and proceeding in a ſeries of Rebellion, vio- 
Fence, and ſedition, Sir, whatever Souldiers do, Saints muſt 
not thus return, Iſraefs return to God muſt be with « 
returw to David their King, by David is generally un- 
derſtood the Meffiah the Lord Jefus Chritt, nor do deny 
it, her Sirl wiſh it may be noted, the Meſfiah is called 
David fot Retation 'and Succeſlion ſake, becauſe the ſame 
ſeed and rightigl ſucceffor of David, asthe Pharaohs of 
Egypr, and Cfars of Rope; he is rheir King; not only as 
the Meſliah, bucby a lineal diſcent from, and+ lawful ſuc- 
cefſion to che Crown of Tfrael ; ſo'that a return to Da- 
.. vid cheir King" is mentiotied with'an alluſion unto their 
Apoſtacy frdni; arid Rebelijon againſt che Houſe 6f David, 
which muſt be repemeditvehreit recarn; tor they muſt em- 
bracc their Lord Jeſs noronly as the Meſitatt ; |but as heir 
nataral Princt and lawful'Sovrraign, and'\therefore Catl- 
vin crieth'out; Aliter 4 &-ex nr1imo Deam R_ = 
oisit, quin ſe tiam Jubjctret Legnimrimprrioont aſtrittus 
Arſe yg hey gon A Ta iT Lu in truth, but by 
becoming Subjett 1g their lawful Soverasgs. | 

Ex Fands R:pentance' muſt be ' accordiug tothis, they 

muſt ſeek the Lord, through Chriſt , by /#bjeftion to their 
lawful Gavernment and Governors, trom which they have 


zevolted; the formality 0: Repentance fromRebellion is a 
24h ih B return 


f » $Sam.19. 
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return t@ Loyalty. Sir, Keſtstwtion 1 au eſſential aft of 
Kepentance , the only refticution made ſor repented ot res 
bellion,is a reeNabliſhmenc of authority , and areturu to 
Loyalty, becoming ſubject for conſcience ſake ; Iſrael 
repeating the rebellion into - which they run after {eli-ad- 
vancing Ab/aton , they tell to firife among themſelves a+ 
bout fetching heme their King : Nay, Shimer's Character 
0; repentance is this, Thy /ervant doth know that | bave 


| finmed, therefore behold 1 am come down tht firft of all the 


Houſe. of Joleph to me:t my Lord the King ; if God will 
do England good, he will give them hearts to give God 
the thicogs that are Gods, and Ce/ar the things that are 
Ceſars, which have been too long held back 'with vio» 
lence, | 

I wiſh Sir that one may pretend an inconſiftency be- 
tween this at ot repentance, and the geod Old Cauſe of 
God and hu Pe ople , tor whoever ſhall fo 0,muſt ſell them- 
felves unto- poliiive blaſphemy,and perpetual profaneneſs, 
pretending that to be the Cauſe of God which is expreſly 
repugnant. to:his revealed will, and reſolving rebellion is 
Fg ae of Religion, and only work of Saihts; 'and 
wiltully ſhat their eyes. that they may cozentheir conſci- 
ences: For Sir,is.not the Kings preſervation, Honour and 
happineds.. he Prizi/edges of Parliament, the Liberty of 
the Subjett , and defence of the Goyeroment. by King,, 
Lords and FOmmoſ RIVER ja, ſuch Legible CharaQers in 
the Parliaments,C cles,and ArmiesDecler ations, Rewmonſtran 


ces,and Proteft ation ; in all our -Vowes Quthizand Comments, 


as: the good Old Cauſe for-which {o. mach blood and trea- 
ſure was expended , that none but the wilful impenitenc 
canchuſe bur run. and regdiit ; Fj nall for-more full convi- 
ion refer you to Mr. Pranys Goo, [Of Ganſe truly ſtated, 
which I know you þaveleeg. _ , 0000 

Neither Six would I have the hazard of, auy mans life or 
eſtate , threatned by this repentance, be any bar unto ic, 
for Sir, this hazard is ſelf-created, and ſinfully procured ; 
which, ſhould it be inflicted, were but the proper effe& of 
Juſtice, better to be undergone here then hereafter unto 
: eternity ; 


ys . ——... 
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eternity ; happy may be the ſtroak of juſtice which may 
ſave a Soul from Hell, , the fintul eſcapes of humane juſtice 
will one day be found exceeding ſad: running away rom 
the rod of corre&tigngs in B)ighenirg rebellion, and are of 
a reprobate,and whether will ſach flye from Gods All ſeeing 
eyezor will it boot atiy to contend with God iof impunity ? 
Oh no, it will not. 

But Sir, ſych men my be wor/? vg then hurt, repen- 
tance is the /punge of Guilt inthe tight 0 men, as well as in 
the (fight of God: God whohath the hearts of Kingsin 
his hand, and tufns them as the rivers of water relents to- 
ward a repeciting Zphraim , and maketh David relent to- 
wards a rebellious Ab/alon, Royal Clemency never ſhines 
brighter then in returns from violent exile; $ha# any be 
put #6 death 1his day in Iſra'l ? for do 1 not know that I am 
thy day King in Iſratl? is Davids anſwer to the ſon of 
Zerviah provoking sgainſt Shimei, who had full well de- 
ſervedir ; any indiffe; et Politician can give aſſurance 6f 


indempnity for gener! delinquency, efperially, when true 


repentance is the ſpring that doth enforce ir. 

- Laſtly, Sir, let trone land up »gainſt thig aR'of Reper- 
tance; and cry, 7: is dangerous pM ogex op? a'Free Patlia- 
ment. will call home the King,” und he' jr ade and pro- 
phane, and coor among Papifts, and will bring Po« 
pery into the Land with bim. To ſuch I ſay in ſhort, 
How came they into Gods Chair to become Tolicitous of 
Event ? Is uncertain fear of an jffae any ground of bar 
to duty > Where is an al ſhould carry us on in duty 
againſt all dread?, Neets :God our Sin to preſerve the 
Sanity of his holy Name Wilf not this prove a ſad 
ſupport unto Reſjepg ? Bur is not this fear groundleſs ? 
Is not the King a Pcoteftant born and brought up ? bound 
in the ſame Solemn League and Covenant wittrour ſelves ? 
Hath not our (in ſyubjeRed him tro The ſaddeſt” temprati- 
on to turn Papiſt that ever poor Prince underwent > Doh 
not Mr. Pry tell us plaicly and upon good demonitra- 
tion, That his exile is the great propagation of the Catha- 


lick Cauſe, and high courtefie co Romz ? Sir, theſe ob- 
| | | firuci- 


[10] 
' tructions are atifrivolpus, and ſo i oppeer;ft ever -God 
pour onthe Nation « 8pititiof made... | 
Worthy Sir, I bave with the plainneſs of aMianiſter, and 
freedom pf a Friead;-given-a oo your KEagui- 
4V, and-that not F-/ly, 
<racles of God. Amid 1 cannge but 1] 
no longer in your way of fin: oO y 
-you and your fellow- Members hea«ts 10 give bim Glory, 
and after your ſucceſs, 9 :4kg to yowr /elver ſhawe for your 
ſinful ſfubyerſion of an prennm #- hee” nment, and that 
with pretence of Law , calling your ſelves a Parliament 
-when your own Coaſcieices telfyou., Hou are no ſuch 
thing. Sir, Exg/end is inclining to repent, if your Houſe 
-prove not a Sheba to found again 'he Trumpet of Rebellion. 
However, my advice is, Letthe Miniſters of God cry our, 
Repent, England, Repent, Repent , and let all the people 
of God pray, That Exg/and may return aud ſeek unto the 
Lord, and to David their King : Then ſhall we be efts- 
bliſhed enjoying our Princes 8 at the firſt, and our Rulers 
as at the beginning. Thavye no more, lave with the Prophee 
Ezekiel, They, whether they Will bear, or whether they will 
forbear, for they are a Rebellions Honſe, yet lhall know there 
-hath been a Prophet among them, Etch, 2.5. __ _ + 
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